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Introduction

The purpose of this presentation is to give an overview of the Jerry Falwell
Library’s Veterans Oral History Project:

The rationale for the project

The Veterans Oral History Project team
The scope of the project

The project stakeholders

The cost of the project

Marketing the project

Screening potential interviewees
Pre-interview talks

Conducting the interviews

Digitizing pertinent images and documents
Uploading interviews on Digital Commons



The Rationale for the Project

s i




“The Greatest Generation”
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The Loss of a Generation of Heroes

115 MILLION 430® 697,806 X

Americans Served in WNVII ~ Dying Each Day ~ WWII Veterans Today
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W THE NATIONAL WWIT MUSEUM | LIVING WWII VETERANS BY STATE 2016

Alabama.............. 10,419 Mainge.....oocoo.. 4,040 Pennsylvania.............. 31,154
Alaska ... 1110 Manfand............. 11,738 Rhode Island ............... 2,580
Anzona................. 20,193 Massachusetts........... 16,089 South Carolina...........11,389
Arkansas............... 1,604 Michigan.................... 22,890 South Dakota............. 2,048
California.................... 61,891 Minnesota............ 12,320 Tennessee............. 13,410
Colorado...................... 10,790 Mississippi.......... 95,543 Texas i A3 380
Connecticut ............. 8581 Missoun .................... 14,964 Utah .. 5,582
Delaware ................ 2,692 Montana....... 3,328 Vermont ... 1,698
DG e samanee TN Nebraska................ 4,396 Virginia.........c.ccccon. 17,238
Florida............... 55,069 Nevada....... 6,924 Washington............... 11,121
Georgia..................... 16,748 New Hampshire.......... 4,278 West Virginia................ 5,282
Hawaii......ccciii. 3,287 New Jersey............... 17,991 Wisconsin..................... 13,116
10| — | | New Mexico............... 95,012 Wyoming.......cciee. 1,493
1] 17)11]F-J O .. % J ¥ 1 New York...........coo.... 35,716 Puerto Rico................. 2,247
Indiana......... 14,126 North Carolina........... 20,027 Is. Areas & Foreign.... 2,625
fowa ..o 1,819 North Dakota ... 1,582

Kansas.........c.... 6,910 0, 1|1 YOOI L | | » Grand Total ................ 697,806
Kentucky................... 8,892 Oklahoma............. 9417

Louisiana............. 8501 Oregon........ocorne 11,199 » Deaths Per Day................430




The Forgotten War
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The Veterans Oral History Project Team

Kenny Rowlette--Chair of Task Force, contacts outside
agencies about our efforts, participates in recording
sessions, coordinates script for any interviews done by
news agencies

Abigail Sattler — Archivist, oversees recording sessions,
oversees transcribing of sessions How many hours
will be needed? We will need to add student position
accordingly.

Mike Cobb - Electronic Resources Librarian,
coordinates writing proposal, works with LU History
Department on questions for interviews, and works to
see if history department wishes role in transcription



The Veterans Oral History Project Team

Julie Elms - Graphics and Media Specialist, works on

graphics for marketing and advertising of recording
work

Tim Siegel - Systems Librarian, adds marketing
materials to library webpages

Josh Waltman - Scholarly Communications Assistant,

adds recording sessions and transcriptions to Digital
@ ninbhk



Project Stake Holders

Jerry Falwell Library managers, librarians, and staff

History majors—both undergraduate and graduate

Jerry Falwell Library customers (principally students and faculty)
The interviewees and their families

Veterans’ organizations—i.e., the American Legion, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, the Military Order of the World Wars, the 29"
Division Historical Society, the Marine Corps League, and the
Vietnam Veterans of America

Broader academic community—through first hand, primary
source materials being made available for future research

Professional and amateur historians
The general public



Costs

Marketing—None

Mailing—Under $150 per year

Radio Studio Time—$17.50 per hour x 18 two hour
sessions for a total of $630.00

Digitization of Images and Documents—None

Transcription—Student CSER workers and library staff
workers

Other—water bottles and gift bags from the LU
Visitors Center



The Interview Process--Networking

Networking with local veterans’ groups:
--The American Legion
-- The Veterans of Foreign Wars
--The Military Order of the World Wars
--The 29 Division Historical Society
--The Marine Corps League
--The Vietnam Veterans of America

Networking with Liberty University
Networking with local individuals

Other



The Interview Packet

Welcome Letter

What to Bring List

Oral History Release Form
Biographical Form

Sample Biographical Information
Sample Basic Questions

Introduction to the Interview Team



Research for the Pre-Interview Meeting

The interviewee’s Biography

The interviewee’s Military Unit

Battles in Which the Interviewee Participated
Off Limits Topics

Sensitive Topics
Other



The Interview Process—
the Pre-Interview Meeting

Introduction of myself

General overview of the project
Review of the interviewee’s biography
Review of the interview questions

Review of the sample questions
Additions or deletions of topics and questions

Digitization of images and documents
Other



Generating the Interview
Questions/Script

General Knowledge of US Military history
The interviewee’s biography

The interviewee’s military unit

Battles in which the interviewee participated
Revisions



Meeting for the Interview

Meeting at the Liberty University Visitors Center
The trip to the recording studio

Meeting the recording engineer

Seating

Introduction to the recording equipment

Alert for break times

Inclusion of mate in the interview process?
Editing of commentary

Inclusion of new or spontaneous questions



Conducting the Interview

Welcoming the audience to the interview
Welcoming the interviewee

Following the interview script
Spontaneous questions

Allowing for pauses from the interviewee
Off limits topics

Sensitive topics

Strategic breaks

Closing remarks

Redacting parts of the interview
Interview photos



[mages, Documents, and Artifacts

Scanning images
Scanning documents
Photos of artifacts

Other
Turn around time to return items to interviewees



The Transcription Process




Oral History Transcript Format

Type the transcript in Microsoft Word.
Set the font to Times New Roman size 12.

Title the file “(last name of interviewee) (date of
interview in mm/dd/yy format) ”.

Have the standard 1” margins on the page.
Make the line spacing 1.15.



Oral History Transcript Title and Header

Title the document as follows: Oral History Interview of
(Name of Interviewee) Center the title and bold.

The header should be left aligned and include all of the
following:

-- Time of interview (write out the full month name, day date
and year)

-- Location of interview

-- Name of the interviewee

-- Name(s) of the interviewers

-- Name of the transcriber,

-- Total length of the sound file, notes.



Uploading to the
JFL Digital Commons Page

Save audio or video to a server or YouTube.
Create a photo gallery of the Interviewees.

Save interview transcript as a PDF.

Create a map showing the veterans’ hometowns.
Create a map of the veterans’ theaters of conflict.
Create an event community in Digital Commons.

Upload the info via Be Press onto the JFL’s Digital
Commons home page.
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The Enter

SOLE SURVIVOR of her class
and holder of g Presidential eita-
tion, the U. 8. §. Enterprise 1s
still on the trail of the enemy.
She is responsible for some of
the first American blows against

enemy territory after Pearl Hap.
bor. ~ She escorted the Hornet
to within 800 miles of Tokyo for
Jimmy Doolittle’s daring air raid.
At Santa Cruz she and the Hor-
net destroyed 135 enemy planes,

(OIficial U, 8. Navy folo)

prise on the prowl in the Pacific,

damaged two carriers, fwo battle-
ships and three ecruisers before
the Hornet was mortally hit. In
the battle of Leyte Gulf the En-
terprise hit a battleship and sanl
a carrier and a croiser, -
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(Official U, S. Navy foto via Acme)
¥ ¥ Reported sunk six times by the Japs, the
GALLOPING GHOST' carrier U. S. S. Enterprise is still afloat. On
_M:IY t1114’ a suicide plane dived into flight deck blasting elevator (arrow) 400 feet
into the air, i et _ : e




Edward Pappert







EDWARD PAPPERT

Was the Easy Part



The Yamato







The D-Day Landings
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Doris Albertson




The Fall of Berlin










Bowser Artifacts

























M-8 Armored Car "Greyhound”







Certificate.
i‘mn orable Service

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR

HARRY I0NI G

WAS EMPLOYED BY THE

UNITED STATES NAVY

at the

PEARL HARBOR NAVY YARD

FOR A PERIOD OF 2% MONTHS

WHERE HIS SERVICES CONTRIBUTED TO THE MISSION
OF THAT PACIFIC NAVAL BASE IN SUPPORT OF THE

UNITED STATES FLEET

FOR HIS FAITHFUL WORK AND HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE WINNING OF THE WAR

HE IS AWARDED THIS
CERTIFICATE OF HONORABLE SERVICE
TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

e //M K Y

Rear Admiral, U. .S m'y
Commandant
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General Homma




The Bataan Death March
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Victor Oppleman
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THE GOOD SHIP BRECKIFRIDGE
HAS [ERUNG HOME THE BACON

Well, the :ocod ship
Breckinridie has brung
home the bacon, ard the
bacon in this case happons
to be you and me,  Of all
the shxps in the Pavy this

remembered

duly recorded in the
history of the sca.
She started out crawl-

iﬁ;_' and heading in the
d: i Y

G0 h
coast of Japan, picked up
a little .spced in “the Jap
Straeam, and headed Wests

%o almost stopped dead
in the middle of tho Paci-
fic for o wock, but cross-
od the Inter al Date
Lirc® and cut the 4
to Panama in half.

Everybody had an arri-
vel dote schoduled for tho
loeks: in Pan) ond  we
finally pulled in Tuosday
morning, Scptember 24,

ofield salts,
seen tho  Canal
acx?
0on %
bou uverythinL i
' They foriot to tcll us|

. abput  the liberty to ox=
poct.
the dock liberty ‘there was
the best we had ever
pitche s

From Porame to Norfolk
the trip was short apd
swoob, but now it's all

14y ;

The

B BEST
T TOUD

{ CHINA DUTY - MoT
i BUT

GRIFES

{aborrd pulled Quty in
China, It wasn't  the
best in the wrorld nor the
worst, “'.nny nen didn't
coru for bhe. f1i
muddy stroctsyithe.  open

meat shop ond the ho'x'h.
Thore ‘plonty of
Qrientel

¥ The
-cither wised
Ty or we

PICTIRE OF
T'E STaTES

HERE'S £+
CONDITICNS

LIEF
I

Stand by for the USi.
gome of us arc conins back
for the first  timo in
yoars, somc for the first
time in‘months,
for tho first tirc
lon; ti

vhat's ‘m
how we will

Clothes ..is
end if - you donlh
ki for a
ntt bé sur=

fowrd  Chin- lb‘ ek

wers £
tunnte, - The ‘1\ ,]untw
then slept:
rdcks, pick
phrases and
chops. It

Wany of us found{ o
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ln.lcf' 1‘/1 toke of{‘

and who doesn't?
rru'”x th
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\Marines To Stay In China
| And Will Resist Attacks

By Spewear Mooss
I nghal,  Aug
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Claneral Marehall, Bpecial Envoy
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L | Stuart, U, 5. Ambasssdo

Beslden 1he Marines, the United!|
States has in China the small Ser.
onth Piset and & scatiering of Army
105vion trmons,

Admirn) Coske mid the Mt rined
were gent 1o China o nid in e
P ard awsist in
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Merioe taiks romained
Tiwse, be sald, inchuced sappert
of the Puiping Kxeeuiive Hesdquar. |
tury which b Mriving 1o tmploment|
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'Missing—Marines ‘
i{Object Of Search
i By Motorized Unit

M1 Peiping, July 30 (AP) - Three

hundred motorized U. 8. Marines
A larmed with howitzers spread
20 [through a cornfield battleground
X~ |near Peiping today looking for an
0= lundetermined number of comrades
14 | misging after a clash with Chinese

Communists in which four Marines
ain |were killed and 10 wounded,

has| The heavily-armed patrol, sup- |

ported by warplanes, sped out of
Tientsin Monday upon the first
sas, |flashed word that a 100-man truck
{tonvoy had been ambushed 35 miles
utheast of Peiping and was out-
numbered three to one,
on| The relief force did not arrive,
wu |however, until the four-hour en-
gagement was over and the convoy
had escaped from the danger zone
in a storm of rifie fire from Chinese
#'in the corn rows.
> | With a dozen mobile 105-mm
howitzers ready just in case the
altackers returned in foree, the
patrol fanned out through the
* |countryside looking for possible
survivors or wounded,
Cemmunist Statement

Gen, Chou En-laf, ‘head of the
Communist delegation in Nanking,
asserted the clash resulted from

"Marine provoeation” and ‘“the
Communists have absolutely no in-
fention of unleashing a confiet™
He ssid the Communists had been
provoked by Marine intrusions inte

:|their areas.

Marine sources in Peiping sald a
Marine patro]l recently exchanged
fire with Communist troops in the
area southeast of Peiping and the
Communists prodably were retaliat-
ing.

Marine sources sald the four dead
had yet to be identified and that
two of the 19 were wounded so
badly they may die, They were
cheeking their lists 40 sée how
muny others were uneccounted for,

) y Y
Chinese sources suid ‘two of the
in Marines were officers in the
ding command car who fell tn
struck the
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Nov S&A Form §50 MUSTERING OUT ¥AVMENT
Revised COMMANDING OFFICER'S CERTIFICATE

I ocertify that the below named person is being discharged or relessed from active duty |

: ' sad that he has had sctive duty in the Armed Forges (LESS THAN)(MORE THAN)

“(Mark Out One)

80 Day, and is entitled to R ent, under NOP Act 1944. SERVICE RECORD (DOES)(DOES NOT)
OPPLF“AN, VICTOR MURRELL PFC. {Tlark Out One)
55%479 UYSWCR SSN 521 show ssrvice outside the continental limits
1 HURON AVE. of the U,8, or in Alaskms,
LYINCHBURG, VA. GR S6l4

‘ SO et
“:EETMR;EEI*WB., Tome AdOress

rsd ;:)Commari ing
1 °°l'ti1‘y,that I have made no previous application for MUS‘ RING OUT PAYMENT under MOP
Aot 1944, T am awnre of the fact that duplicute appliceation makes it & criminal offince
under the U, §. Oriminal Code. Have you served outside the continental limits of the U. So
or in Alagka?

es or No
SEPARATION BATTALION
CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C. M. O
siznature o Lpplican
Disbursing Oificer's payment pata MUSTERING OUT PATMENTS
Prid 8100.00 mop, OK#H N1 230 Dated o7 . DIVISION DATA

W.M, Mc Makin, Jr. 53,492

ame and Symbol No. 1806, Offlcer makir 2 iniPial
; Payment )
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Liberty University Digital Commons
Home Page

Digital Commons

The mission of Liberty University’s Digital Commons is to capture, preserve, and freely distribute the scholarship of our
community. Within this repository are a variety of works by LU faculty, including articles, presentations, and book reviews. The
Digital Commeons also houses student theses and dissertations as well as several scholarly journals edited by Liberty faculty and
students.

s, LIBERTY UNIVERSITY (JGITF COMTONS
HIGHLIGHTS  [JHaT 15 DIRTRL COMMANS?

e o

s | .
® Most Popular Papers ﬁ&ROWTH

Browse

® Recent Additions

e Library Services Fair

Submit

e Submit Faculty Research o, m\,
e Thesis/Dissertation Submission Guidelines : : o M

e Scholarly Communications Policy




Library of Congress'
Veterans History Project

The Library of Congress >> American Folklife Center SEARCH VETERANS >
HISTORY PROJECT PAGES

HISTORV ' | Covlpgéqologq
P RO] ECT \\ . ’* 'w

§ =]
A PROJECT OF THE AMERICAN FOLKLIFE CENTER OF THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

ABOUT THE PROJECT Experiencing War| » poingResearchin

Tho D, S 7 our Collections
INE Fersian Lull war

HOW TO PARTICIPATE > Print Forms & Kits
. _ o2

» WWII Reunion

- research and find veterans and their collections

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

NEWS BS s n{m — S A A

'>> View Featured 'quten)iews

RSS Feed & VHP Blog VHP Disclaimer 'I Coqtact'Us Helb sunport VHP
The Library of Congress >> American Folklife Center Legal | External Link Disclaimer b
March 11. 2016 Copyright and Other Restrictions © Donate Now




The Cres Com Bank Center for Military and
Veterans Studies at Coastal Carolina University

@ CresCom Bank
CENTER FOR MILITARY. 3




Sources

Surviving WWII Vets Chart: The National World War
[I Museum—
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/honor/wwii-
veterans-
statistics.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/

Living WWII Veterans by State 2016 Chart: The
National World War II Museum—
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/honor/wwii-
veterans-
statistics.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/



Important Resources

The National World IT Museum:
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/index.htm
I?referrer=http://www.nationalww2museum.org/hono
r/wwii-veterans-
statistics.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/

The National D-Day Memorial:
https://www.dday.org/

The Museum of World War
http://museumofworldwarii.org/ I Boston

The Eldred WWII Museum:
http://eldredpawwiimuseum.com/



