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The purpose of this presentation is to give an overview of the Jerry Falwell 
Library’s Veterans Oral History Project:

 The rationale for the project

 The Veterans Oral History Project team

 The scope of the project

 The project stakeholders

 The cost of the project

 Marketing the project

 Screening potential interviewees

 Pre-interview talks

 Conducting the interviews

 Digitizing pertinent images and documents

 Uploading interviews on Digital Commons



















 Kenny Rowlette--Chair of Task Force, contacts outside 
agencies about our efforts, participates in recording 
sessions, coordinates script for any interviews done by 
news agencies

 Abigail Sattler – Archivist, oversees recording sessions, 
oversees transcribing of sessions How many hours 
will be needed?  We will need to add student position 
accordingly.

 Mike Cobb – Electronic Resources Librarian, 
coordinates writing proposal, works with LU History 
Department on questions for interviews, and works to 
see if history department wishes role in transcription



 Julie Elms – Graphics and Media Specialist, works on 
graphics for marketing and advertising of recording 
work

 Tim Siegel – Systems Librarian, adds marketing 
materials to library webpages

 Josh Waltman – Scholarly Communications Assistant, 
adds recording sessions and transcriptions to Digital 
Commons



 Jerry Falwell Library managers, librarians, and staff

 History majors—both undergraduate and graduate

 Jerry Falwell Library customers (principally students and faculty)

 The interviewees and their families

 Veterans’ organizations—i.e., the American Legion, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the Military Order of the World Wars, the 29th

Division Historical Society, the Marine Corps League, and the 
Vietnam Veterans of America

 Broader academic community—through first hand, primary 
source materials being made available for future research

 Professional and amateur historians

 The general public



 Marketing—None

 Mailing—Under $150 per year

 Radio Studio Time—$17.50 per hour x 18 two hour 
sessions for a total of $630.00

 Digitization of Images and Documents—None

 Transcription—Student CSER workers and library staff 
workers

 Other—water bottles and gift bags from the LU 
Visitors Center



 Networking with local veterans’ groups:

--The American Legion

-- The Veterans of Foreign Wars

--The Military Order of the World Wars

--The 29th Division Historical Society

--The Marine Corps League

--The Vietnam Veterans of America

 Networking with Liberty University

 Networking with local individuals

 Other



 Welcome Letter

 What to Bring List

 Oral History Release Form

 Biographical Form

 Sample Biographical Information

 Sample Basic Questions

 Introduction to the Interview Team



 The interviewee’s Biography

 The interviewee’s Military Unit

 Battles in Which the Interviewee Participated

 Off Limits Topics

 Sensitive Topics

 Other



 Introduction of myself

 General overview of the project

 Review of the interviewee’s biography

 Review of the interview questions

 Review of the sample questions

 Additions or deletions of topics and questions

 Digitization of images and documents

 Other



 General Knowledge of US Military history

 The interviewee’s biography

 The interviewee’s military unit

 Battles in which the interviewee participated

 Revisions



 Meeting at the Liberty University Visitors Center

 The trip to the recording studio

 Meeting the recording engineer

 Seating

 Introduction to the recording equipment

 Alert for break times

 Inclusion of mate in the interview process?

 Editing of commentary

 Inclusion of new or spontaneous questions



 Welcoming the audience to the interview

 Welcoming the interviewee 

 Following the interview script

 Spontaneous questions

 Allowing for pauses from the interviewee

 Off limits topics

 Sensitive topics

 Strategic breaks

 Closing remarks

 Redacting parts of the interview

 Interview photos



 Scanning images

 Scanning documents

 Photos of artifacts

 Other

 Turn around time to return items to interviewees





 Type the transcript in Microsoft Word.  

 Set the font to Times New Roman size 12.  

 Title the file “(last name of interviewee) (date of 
interview in mm/dd/yy format) ”.

 Have the standard 1” margins on the page.  

 Make the line spacing 1.15.



 Title the document as follows: Oral History Interview of 
(Name of Interviewee)  Center the title and bold.

 The header should be left aligned and include all of the 
following: 

-- Time of interview (write out the full month name, day date 
and year)

-- Location of interview
-- Name of the interviewee
-- Name(s) of the interviewers
-- Name of the transcriber, 
-- Total length of the sound file, notes.



 Save audio or video to a server or YouTube.

 Create a photo gallery of the Interviewees.

 Save interview transcript as a PDF.

 Create a map showing the veterans’ hometowns. 

 Create a map of the veterans’ theaters of conflict.

 Create an event community in Digital Commons.

 Upload the info via Be Press onto the JFL’s Digital 
Commons home page.



























































































































 Surviving WWII Vets Chart:  The National World War 
II Museum—
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/honor/wwii-
veterans-
statistics.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/

 Living WWII Veterans by State 2016 Chart:  The 
National World War II Museum—
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/honor/wwii-
veterans-
statistics.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/



 The National World II Museum:  
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/visit/index.htm
l?referrer=http://www.nationalww2museum.org/hono
r/wwii-veterans-
statistics.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/

 The National D-Day Memorial:  
https://www.dday.org/

 The Museum of World War 
http://museumofworldwarii.org/ I Boston 

 The Eldred WWII Museum:  
http://eldredpawwiimuseum.com/


