Community Remembrance

Exhibiting Painful Histories in the Library



EJI Community Remembrance Project
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John Henry
James

"LYNCHING OEF
JOHLI;[ HENRY JAMES

000 @
ived ‘and worked in
Henry James live esident
In Jgus, a‘]flagl; ;n:nic:arcn:edan?ovh:ndor. JHe] h]aﬂhonllgggee?vh‘aenrhe was
Charlottesville as six years before July rrested. || The police
of the area for five or Iting a white woman and arreste :d 4'potential
falsely scoused of Resailiong that evening to avoid
to Staunton lle the: next
{rimsrereed My James orted him back to Charlottesvi h
i te ‘men
lynching, but officers esc armed mob of 1503whi §
morning oy, tnal., Whille. e‘ér:‘s,:it:é i?\nAlbemarle County, ' ‘and seized
Fophec te Jraln 93 Norqe 's attack, a group of black men tried
Mr. James. Learning of the mob's ) forced to retreat.
4 3 e outnumbered and forc 3
B sto]}:_‘the L;an‘:rén:ba brl:)p:e&ver Mr. James’s neck and dragged thm;
auc-yhiteim s ite his protest o
o a small locust tree. Despi P
?:r?::e:cz,y?;gsmzzaxa;ged Mr. James and riddled his body with dozens
of bullets. The Richmond Planet, an African American newspaggtx;
reported that as his body hung fog- many hqurs. hl_mdreds more whi
People streamed by, cutting off Pieces of his clothmq, body, and the
locust tree to carry away as souvenirs. The qr.and‘ Jury, mterr_upted
by news of the lynching, issued a Posthumous indictment, as if Mr.

James were still alive, Despite the presence of the Charlottesville
police chief and Albemarle County sheriff, no one Wwas ever charged or
held accountable for the murder of John Henry James.

THE EQUAL JUSTICE INITIATIVE

2019




Earlier Work

CHARLOTTESVILLE BLUE
RIBBON COMMISSION




The Charlottesville
Community Civil
Rights Pilgrimage



Pilgrimage

JOHN HENRY JAMES
Albsmarie County, VA
July 12, 1598




Pilgrimage

Charlottesville, VA
Appomattox, VA
Danville, VA
Greensboro, NC
Charlotte, NC
Atlanta, GA
Birmingham, AL
Selma, AL
Montgomery, AL
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Pilgrimage
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Pilgrimage




After the Pilgrimage



After the Pilgrimage - |
Etched in Memory:

Civil Rights Pilgrimage and Exhibit

A

Wednesday, June 5
9:00 Registration e ol m
Breakfast provided at 3: 4:3 P
9:30 State of the Library & Intr Hear from participants of the Charlottesville

Community Civil Rights Pilgrimage from
David Plunkett, Library Director ' charlottesville to Montgomery and their
10:00 Benefits Info journey to commemorate the life and lynch-
ing of John Henry James. Learn more infor-
mation about the soil exhibit and participa-

City of Charlottesville staff

11:00 Break tion in the Equal Justice Initiative’s Commu-
11:15 1st Breakout Session nity Remembrance Project.

Storytime Guidelines with An¢ | pyhibit on display at Northside from June 3rd-29th
Required for children’s st:

Circulation Roundtable with B
Health Literacy & Reference U

AUG Charlottesville CIVI| nghtS Pl|g|' |;> f:ivil Ifighm Pilgrimage with Abby Cox & Tasha Birckhead
eport Back

Hosted by CvillePilgrimage

\,

M Northside Library
-l . JFFEERSON-MAD!SON www.jmrl.org/northside
a REGIONA

AL LIBRARY







After the Pilgrimage




The Exhibit






Community Remembrance Project

&+ Resolution of ...

Albemarle County
Resolution of Support

&+ Resolution D...

Albemarle County
Declaration of John Henry
James Day

& Supervisor R...

Transcript: Race, Time &
America: A Meditation in Three
Part Disharmony
Spoken by Supervisor
Randolph on 7/7/18

The Lynching of John Henry James

at Wood’s Crossing

July 12, 1898

Presentation: The Lynching of John Henry James at Wood's Crossing



https://sites.google.com/jmrl.org/community-remembrance/home

The Exhibit




The Exhibit - Travel
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Resources

Digital Exhibit

Pilgrims Podcast Episode

Pilgrimage Facebook Page

Virginia Humanities' Pilgrimage 360 Tour

Cville Weekly article

Pilgrimage Community Report Back Video

Albemarle County | EJI Community Remembrance Site
EJI Community Remembrance Project

EJI Lynching in America Report



https://sites.google.com/jmrl.org/community-remembrance/home
http://onthesamepage.blubrry.net/2019/07/12/s-2-ep-19-charlottesville-community-civil-rights-pilgrimage-reflections/
https://www.facebook.com/CvillePilgrimage-997109973794253/
https://poly.google.com/view/cl0iHvYYRew
https://www.c-ville.com/charlottesville-pilgrimage-travels-past-understand-present/
https://livestream.com/tavco/events/8312854
http://www.albemarle.org/department.asp?department=ctyexec&relpage=22926
https://eji.org/community-remembrance-project
https://eji.org/reports/lynching-in-america

“ < £ Abby Cox acox@jmrl.or I |

\ Josh Howard jhoward@)jmrl.org

.~ Siri Russell srussell@albemarle.org
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Charlottesville




Appomattox
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Danville |

t
SUTHE
ERLIN
5 MANSV
Danville M Al oy
useum of Fine Arts and Hist
istory

mansion w
Sutherlin
rtime qua o
and one of its most prominent cit
ens. For one week, Apr 5

< 10, 184
Sut!

in and his wife opened their
home to Jef
Confederate government. In this
house, Davis wrote and delivered
his final proclamation to the Con-
federacy on April 4. Four Qays later,
during the final cabinet meeting in
this city, Lt. John S: Wise arrived
with the news that the Army of
Northern V rginia might b com-
nelled to surrender near Appomattox
2wl 10, reliable i
N ately after orrEt |
¢ Danville wos ot expected tobe \'ﬂrlv\(\nm\l,\mf!\l’d\k\‘:vd\‘“\‘ nte |
= ahant o B et resumed el b metabors WS
i et cordialy 89 an'o




~ " Welcome to the

 Beloved Commutity ©2- Mer
G r e e n S b O rO ' WWW.Delovedcommunitycenter.org mlocnelovej;:);;nnnnycemer 003

\ocated at: 417 Arlington St. Mailing address: P.0. Box 875
Greensoro, NC 27406 Greensboro, NC 27402

"\ Beloved [ &R ove
(S phone 330 2300001 ﬂ?i'.r:"""v




Charlotte

FWHAT DO YOU 1HINne

If you like, here's a question to comment on:
Does everyone have equal
rights in the South today? -

How does ! Charlutteg connect ‘

to the national conversation around
protests, m)llrlng and community
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Atlanta




Atlanta




Atlanta

" to get into this great
D e s o, Cet
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Montgomery




Montgomery
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: Commerce Street
Slave trage. peration of Montgomery's
hed in chains
nt and rail up the street
or to local slave depots War::::s::mon = l"'e e o
o were critical to the city's
trade. Slave traders confined enslaved people in warehnns:a‘u::l“
they could be sold during slave auctions. At this location, 122
Commerce Street, was a very large warehouse owned by dohn
Murphy, who provided support to slave traders in the city and
built the Murphy House on Bibb Street. The Commerce Street
warehouse was used in the 1850s by slave traders like HW. F"arle!.'
who advertised the sale of enslaved children, such as & boy “bat

i & ined in
i and sprightly. The warehouse rema
o e/ 4 d in the slave trade until the end

o o awnar maed It ‘ Whitehurst and the Whitehurst Cas

STICE INITIATIVE

EQUAL VU

2, 1975, Bern_ard Whitehurst was shot to death by a police of
Alabama. He died behind a house on Holcombe Street, running




