
Give ‘Em What They Want:
A Library of Things

Abby Cox - Jefferson-Madison Regional Library;
Liz Rapp - University of Virginia Libraries



About JMRL

● 8 branches + bookmobile + historical society

● Serve approximately 200,000 residents

● Both urban and rural populations



How It Started

● Several special collections 

○ Memory kits

○ Hotspots

○ Toy library

○ Electricity usage monitors

○ Virginia State Park backpacks

○ Discovery Museum passes



What We Added

● Maker kits

● Fit kits



Funding

● Grants 

● Friends of the Library

● In budget (museum passes, memory kits, toy library)

● Added more maker and fit kits at end of the fiscal year

○ Kept a document throughout the year of patron suggestions, ideas for new kits



Promotions



Promotions

● Press release

● Newspaper articles

○ Daily Progress front page

○ Cville Weekly

● News interview

● Mentions in employee city-wide newsletter



Promotions

● Blog post 

● Social media: Facebook, Instagram

● Flyers on in-house TV

● Outreach events

● In-house events (meet your library table)

● Website

● Beyond the books



Promotions

● Kit demonstrations



Misc. Things

● Label what each kit contains (attach label to kit)

● Take pictures of each kit- buy a portable photo studio ($118)

● Different cases/bags might be needed

https://www.amazon.com/AmazonBasics-Portable-Foldable-Photo-Studio/dp/B01GIL6EU4/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=portable+photo+studio+box&qid=1570631898&sr=8-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyRjk3R0Y0M0E2RFhRJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUExMDQxNTM0M0s2M1M3VjlDUldOUyZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMzI2MDI1MTY4WUUzVlQ1SFJIRyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=


Kit Info/Maintenance

● In the OPAC

○ Kit/toy library records link to google slides with

 pictures & descriptions of each item

● Patron looks at slides, then puts a hold on the individual item 

after logging into their account

● Staff puts a hold on item after the item has been checked out

○ Kits come back to the correct departments 

(reference/children’s/bookmobile)

○ Replace parts/clean items



Challenges/Room to Improve



Challenges/Room to Improve

● Buy spare kits for extra parts

● Buy extra cases

● Make sure staff knows who to reach out to with problems



Successes



Successes

● Very popular

● Adding new toys/maker/fit kits

● Most items have been returned on time



Things To Consider



Things To Consider

● Who can check the items out?

● What if a piece is lost? Fines for missing pieces?

● How many ‘things’ can one patron check out at a time?

● Where will they be shelved/housed?

● Where will replacement parts and materials be stored?

● Can you troubleshoot tech kit contents?

● Do you have time to clean kits?



Conclusion



Questions?

Contact 
acox@jmrl.org
er8fn@virginia.edu

mailto:acox@jmrl.org
mailto:er8fn@virginia.edu

