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Agenda
● About us 
● Plan for today

○ Setting the stage: creating an engaging 
environment

○  The main event: activities to liven up a quiet 
classroom



Setting the stage



Setting the stage 
● We inherit the dynamic of 

whatever class we’re working with
● Here are ways to try to disrupt the 

dynamic 

"Eastman Theater Stage" by Taaalia 
is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/51035558262@N01/2287832644
http://www.flickr.com/photos/51035558262@N01
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Strategy #1: Dry-erase name tents

● Builds trust and equity - 
it’s a dialogue, not a 
lecture

● Demonstrates an ethic 
of care

● Allows for better 
follow-up

Image courtesy of NOAA

https://response.restoration.noaa.gov/norway-canada-united-states-spill-response-meeting


Strategy #2: Seating Arrangements 
● Classroom seating 

arrangement  impacts 
student engagement

● Participation is lowest in 
traditional rows & 
columns 

Marx, Fuhrer, & Hartig 1999

McCorskey & McVetta 1978 Image courtesy of McCorskey & McVetta, 1978



Strategy #3: Bring Energy with you!



Classroom 
activities



GAME SHOW BUZZERS



HEADS UP



KAHOOT



MAIL BOX DELIVERY



What have you tried that we 
haven’t mentioned? 



Did we deliver?
Any further questions?

Contact us!

Natasha McFarland
nwmcfa@wm.edu

Kristy Borda
kmborda@wm.edu

Liz Bellamy
embellamy@wm.edu


