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Reviews

● Booklist (2017, 2000. Starred review): “Although performer and comedy writer Rennison
clearly owes a large debt to Helen Fielding’s Bridget Jones’s Diary (1998), her Georgia is a
wonderful character whose misadventures are not only hysterically funny but universally
recognizable. This ‘fabbity, fab, fab’ novel will leave readers cheering, ‘Long live the teen!’
and anxiously awaiting the promised sequel.”

● Christian Science Monitor (2000): “The adults in the crowd shouldn't let the ‘ages 12 and up’
designation, and louder-than-a-pack-of-squealing-teenagers lime green cover frighten them
off, either. When this reviewer loosened up enough to forget about her professional image
and quit hiding the title with her hand, she found herself shamelessly hooting with delight.”

● Horn Book (2000): “This teenage Bridget Jones will appeal to young readers more interested
in the concerns of their own age group, and Rennison's fans, like Helen Fielding's, will be
glad to know there's a sequel forthcoming. It does seem less like writing and more like
copying, but Bridget herself would probably applaud the author's audacity.”

● Horn Book (2001): “Georgia’s story spills off the pages of her journal in a hilarious stream of
chatter: breast envy! incipient acne! ‘dishy blokes’!”

● Northern Virginia (2020): “It’s a scandalous title but I promise it’s not as raunchy as it
sounds. This decidedly un-American story follows Georgia Nicholson as she navigates
teenagerdom in England. I picked up this series at age 15 and looking back, I realize author
Louise Rennison had rendered a character who taught me it was OK to contain multitudes. I
could be a girl who was a little boy crazy and who liked makeup, but I could also be
sensitive, a writer and be strong for my friends and family, all at once.”

● Publisher’s Weekly (2000. Starred review): “In a spectacular YA debut (Rennison is a comedy
writer and columnist), the author creates a winning protagonist in the persona of
14-year-old Georgia Nicolson, whose wry observations and self-deprecating humor covers
everything from prudish parents and bed-wetting three-year-old siblings to errant cat
behavior and kissing (aka snogging) lessons. Teens will discover that nothing is sacred here
(e.g., ‘Talking of breasts, I’m worried that I may end up like the rest of the women in my
family, with just the one bust, like a sort of shelf affair’). Rennison exquisitely captures the
fine art of the adolescent ability to turn chaos into stand-up comedy.”

● School Library Journal (2000): “This is the hilarious Bridget Jones-like diary of a 14-year-old
Georgia, who has a rather wild cat named Angus, a three-year-old sister who pees in her
bed, and a best friend who is in love with the vegetable seller’s son….It will take a
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sophisticated reader to enjoy the wit and wisdom of this charming British import, but those
who relish humor will be satisfied. Fresh, lively, and engaging.”

● Time.com (2021): “Reading 1999's Angus, Thongs and Full-Frontal Snogging could be an
unbearable source of secondhand embarrassment if Louise Rennison's novel wasn't so
outrageously hilarious. This teen cult classic is written as a collection of intimate,
no-holds-barred journal entries from 14-year-old U.K. student Georgia Nicolson, and
hyperbole is par for the course. In her own irreverent and delightful way, Georgia describes
all the challenges of navigating school, surviving unrequited love and facing many more
tribulations of being a modern teenager. Angus landed on the American Library
Association's list of commonly banned and challenged books from 2000-2009 for its sexual
language, challenge of authority and references to queerness. The book, a critical and
commercial success, garnered multiple American Library Association awards, a Michael L.
Printz award and a big-screen adaptation in 2008.”

Awards

● Michael L. Printz Award Honor, 2001

Lists

● 2001 Top Ten Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers (YALSA)
● Best Books for Young Adults (YALSA, now called Best Fiction for Young Adults), 2001
● Frequently Challenged Books (ALA)
● Nestle Smarties Book Prize, 1999
● Time’s The 100 Best YA Books of All Time, 2021
● Top 100 Banned/Challenged Books: 2000-2009 (ALA)

Response to challenges

● Menasha, Wisconsin 2008/2009: Parent found sexual content offensive and challenged the
book. It was retained, yet school board members voted to adopt procedures to secure and
record parental consent before limited access books were given to students.
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