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Maximizing Mystery Fiction Connections OR What Mystery Authors Can Do 

For You – visit sistersincrimecentralvirginia.com and scroll down the membership 

& contact page for a linked pdf version of session notes. Presenters Rosemary 

Shomaker and Linda Thornburg oriented attendees to resources available from local 

and national mystery writer organizations and from mystery reader groups while 

suggesting how each could aid library professionals in enhancing their mystery 

fiction collections, displays, activities, Readers’ Advisory training, and programs. 

Sisters in Crime – Central Virginia offers that working with local mystery writers is 

a win-win for authors and libraries – authors appreciate access to library facilities 

and patrons as they market their books, and libraries can round out programming 

and attract new patrons through voluntary mystery writer assistance. Presenters 

promoted relationship building between Virginia’s libraries and Virginia authors, 

encouraging attendees to access authors through regional writing and genre fiction 

organizations active in Virginia. 
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